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The Danada Equestrian Center has offered an educational and recreational 
experience for DuPage County residents with its many equestrian programs 
since 1983. These programs are designed to provide participants with a 
holistic approach to horses and their daily care. 

A variety of programs are offered, including Introduction to Horsemanship I 
through Horsemanship V, group trail rides, private lessons, horse care and 
stable management seminars, volunteer programs, summer camps and 
group tours. Our riding programs require only that you be at least 12 years of 
age and have a desire to learn about horses and their care. No prior 
experience or knowledge is expected; however, keep in mind that riding is a 
strenuous physical activity. 

In addition to horsemanship instruction, the Danada Equestrian Center offers 
visitors of all ages the opportunity to enjoy horse-drawn hayrides, sleigh 
rides and our Fall Festival, which features a variety of equestrian 
demonstrations and breeds of horses. We also offer weeklong summer camp 
sessions that introduce campers ages 10 - 14 to the day-to-day activities and 
experiences of a working stable. 

Our professional staff is assisted by trained volunteers. Daily horse care, 
stable chores and feeding routines are taught through lectures and 
demonstrations. Students receive hands-on experience in grooming, saddling 
and bridling, as well as mounted riding instruction. 

We hope you take advantage of the opportunities available to you at the 
Danada Equestrian Center and come back to visit us often. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

The Danada Equestrian Center 

WELCOME TO DANADA 
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I 
ntroduction to Horsemanship I is designed for the inexperienced 
equestrian, as well as for those with past experience who feel they need 
a refresher course. The program consists of a six-week session, with 
lessons meeting once per week for two hours.  

Students must be at least 12 years of age on, or before, the first date of 
lessons, to participate. Due to the small lesson size of six students, 
participants receive considerable hands-on instruction in horse handling, 
stable management, and riding techniques. Students are instructed in a 
balanced seat style of riding in order to foster a secure and independent 
position in the saddle. 

The educational intent goals will also be utilized as performance standards 
for graduation and to determine placement into a more advanced level. 
Successful completion of this program will prepare a student for enrollment 
in Introduction to Horsemanship II. To graduate, all six lessons MUST be 
attended (either in your regularly scheduled lessons or via make-ups). 

 

See 2011 Horsemanship Program Schedule, beginning on Page 19. 

 
¶ How to halter and tie a horse correctly. 
¶ The basics of grooming a horse. 
¶ The care of riding equipment and how to tack up a horse with 

assistance. 
¶ How to mount a horse with assistance. 
¶ The rider's position in the saddle to develop a secure and balanced 

seat at the walk and posting trot. 
¶ To be able to rate the horse's speed at the walk. 
¶ A proper two-point at the trot. 
¶ Basic aids for turning and stopping the horse. 
¶ Horse care and management principles: care of the horse in a stable or 

pasture, feeding a horse, and understanding coat color and markings. 

Horsemanship I 
$300 (DuPage County resident)                             $396 (out-of-county resident) 

INTRODUCTION TO HORSEMANSHIP I 

EDUCATIONAL INTENT 
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H 
orsemanship II is open to individuals who have approval of 
Danada instructors or to individuals who have successfully 
completed the placement examination for Horsemanship II. The 
program consists of a six-week session, with lessons meeting 

once per week for two hours. Lessons consist of a group of six students. 

 Students must be at least 12 years of age to participate. During each lesson, 
students will prepare a horse for riding by grooming, saddling, and bridling. 
Each lesson will consist of lectures on stable management practices, as well 
as mounted instruction. 

The following outline summarizes the educational intent of this program. 
These goals will also be utilized as performance standards for graduation and 
to determine placement in a more advanced level. To graduate, all six 
lessons MUST be attended (in regularly scheduled lessons or via make-ups). 

See 2011 Horsemanship Program Schedule, beginning on Page 19. 

See Placement Examination, Page 6. 

INTRODUCTION TO HORSEMANSHIP II 

EDUCATIONAL INTENT 
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¶ Apply understanding of basic grooming techniques through  
 hands-on practice. 
¶ Apply understanding of the proper fitting of tack and acquire the skill 

 to tack up with minimal assistance through hands-on practice. 
¶ How to mount a horse with minimal assistance. 
¶ How to apply the correct use of the aids at the walk and trot. This will 

include transitions between walk and trot and elementary arena 
schooling figures (circles and 1/2 circles, simple serpentine, and 
changes of direction). 

¶ A proper posting trot. 
¶ How to ride over ground poles in a two-point position. 
¶ Posting diagonals. 
¶ Horse care principles: health of a horse, parasite control, hoof care 

and horse shoes. 
¶ Students will be introduced to riding the canter. 

Horsemanship II *  
$300 (DuPage County resident)                             $396 (out-of-county resident) 

*Enrollment subject to approval by instructors. 



HORSEMANSHIP III 

S 
tudents who enroll in Horsemanship III will continue to practice 
the techniques introduced  in Horsemanship I and II, as well as 
learn new techniques and exercises to further their riding 
skills. Horsemanship III is open to those who have 

approval of Danada instructors or to those who have 
successfully completed the placement examination for 
Horsemanship III. Horsemanship III consists of a six-week  session, with 
lessons of six students meeting once per week for one hour.   Students 
must be at least 12 years of age to participate. STUDENTS MUST ARRIVE 
EARLY TO GROOM AND TACK-UP THEIR ASSIGNED HORSE. 

See 2011 Horsemanship Program Schedule, beginning on Page 19. 

See Placement Examination, Page 6. 

¶ Mount unassisted from mounting block. 

¶ Perform the following arena schooling figures without the aid of cones: 
 - Two- and three-loop serpentine 
 - Changes of direction 
  - Ride circles of various sizes 
¶ Ride at the sitting trot. 
¶ Ride using posting diagonals and rate horse's speed. 
¶ Ride smooth transitions between walk and trot. 
¶ Work at the canter in a two-point position with control. 
¶ Work over ground poles and cavaletti at the walk and trot. 
 

Horsemanship III* 
$185 (DuPage County resident)                             
$263 (out-of-county resident)  
 
*Enrollment subject to approval  
by instructors. 
 

 

EDUCATIONAL INTENT 

FEES 
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H 
orsemanship IV is open to individuals who have approval of 
Danada instructors or to individuals who have successfully 
completed the placement examination for 
Horsemanship IV. Students sign up for 

Horsemanship IV in six-week sessions, with lessons meeting  
once a week for one hour. STUDENTS MUST ARRIVE EARLY TO GROOM AND 
TACK-UP THEIR ASSIGNED HORSE.  Horsemanship IV begins to introduce 
classical principles of riding and exploration of riding theory. Students must 
be at least 12 years of age to participate. 
See 2011 Horsemanship Program Schedule, beginning on Page 19. 
See Placement Examination, Page 6.  

Refine ALL previous level skills, as well as develop the following skills: 
¶ Mount unassisted from the ground. 
¶ Perform the following arena figures without cones and 

understand their use:  
 - Four and six-loop serpentines 

- 20 and 30 meter circles 
- Ride on the quarter line and center line 
- Ride a proper corner 

¶ Ride the canter in two-point position and three-point position.  
¶ Perform basic turns at the canter in two point and three point. 
¶ Recognize and obtain correct canter leads. 

 

Horsemanship IV* 
$185 (DuPage County resident)                             
$263 (out-of-county resident)  
 
*Enrollment subject to approval  
by instructors. 

EDUCATIONAL INTENT 

HORSEMANSHIP IV 
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H 
orsemanship V is open to individuals who have approval from 
Danada instructors or who have successfully completed the 
placement examination. Exercises will be conducted that improve 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ 

enhance his or her communication with the horse. Horsemanship V consists 
of a six-week-session, with lessons meeting once per week for one hour. 
STUDENTS MUST ARRIVE EARLY TO GROOM AND TACK-UP THEIR ASSIGNED 
HORSE. Lessons are comprised of a group of six students. Students must be 
at least 12 years of age to participate.  
 
See 2011 Horsemanship Program Schedule, beginning on Page 19. 
See Placement Examination, Page 6. 

EDUCATIONAL INTENT  

HORSEMANSHIP V 
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Refine ALL previous level skills , as well as develop the following skills: 
¶ Work without stirrups at the walk, trot, and canter. 
¶ Ride proficient canter transitions on the correct lead. 
¶ Ride the canter in a balanced three-point position. 
¶ Ride smooth transitions between canter and trot. 
¶ Perform arena figures at the canter. 
¶ Work over cavaletti at the walk, trot, and canter. 
¶ Perform bending exercises and elementary lateral movements. 
¶ Lunge a horse safely and correctly. 
¶ Learn theory of exercises to improve the horse's balance and gaits. 

Horsemanship V* 
$185 (DuPage County resident)                       $263 (out-of-county resident)  
 
*Enrollment subject to approval by instructors. 

SPECIAL NOTE: If enrollment demand exceeds program capacities for  
Horsemanship I-V Lessons, a lottery system will be used to fairly place 
applicants. To be placed into the lottery, completed applications for Session 
A and B must be received by Thursday, March 10, 2011. Completed 
applications for Session C and D must be received by Thursday, June 9, 
2011. There is a maximum of two applications per person, per session, prior 
to lottery. For Enrollment  Policies and Procedures, see Pages 15 to 17. 



P 
lacement examinations are offered to applicants who wish to 
bypass any level of horsemanship. These applicants must take a 
placement exam to participate in instructional programs above 
Horsemanship level I or to qualify for trail ride packages. 

Returning students are required to take a placement exam if they have not  
participated in Danada's programs for more than ten months. All applicants 
should review the educational intent for the specific level of horsemanship 
they are interested in pursuing.  
The Placement Examination is comprised of: 

¶ Written exam covering horsemanship knowledge. 

¶ Practical exam covering horse handling, grooming, 
       saddling, and bridling.  

¶ Riding exam covering riding skills. 
 

 
Successful applicants must 
score at least 90 percent 
on each of the three test 
components listed above. 
The exam takes 
approximately one hour to 
complete. Placement  
examinations are 
scheduled by appointment 
only. 
 

PLACEMENT EXAMINATION 

Placement Examination 
$48 (DuPage County resident)                            $65 (out-of-county resident)  
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S 
taff led Trail Rides consist of a package of six one-hour walk-trot 
rides. Prerequisite for enrollment is satisfactory completion of 
Introduction to Horsemanship I or successful completion of a 
placement exam.  Trail ride packages expire at end of calendar 

year of purchase.  The trail ride package can only be utilized by the 
permittee. Trail ride permits are not transferable to another party.  Trail 
rides are available on Fridays and Sundays, from April through October. Trail 
riders are encouraged to arrive early to tack-up their horse. Reservations are 
required and can be made by contacting the Danada Equestrian Center at 
(630) 668-6012 or by stopping by the Danada Equestrian Center Office during 
office hours. Cancellations must be made by 10 AM on the day of the 
scheduled trail ride.  
Refer to Cancellation Policy, Page 16.  

GROUP TRAIL RIDE PACKAGE 

Trail Boss Trail Ride Package* 
$150 (DuPage County resident)                       $240 (out-of-county resident) 
*Six 60-minute rides.Packages expire at end of calendar year of purchase. 
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*Trail rides not available on Sundays: 4/24, 5/29, 7/3, 9/4, 10/9. 

2011 TRAIL RIDE SCHEDULE 
Day Name Time Date Code 

Friday Trail boss 3-30-4:30 PM 4/15 to 10/28 11-TR 

Sunday* Trail boss 2:30-3:30 PM 4/17 to 10/30 11-TR 



T 
he Danada Equestrian Center offers horse-drawn hayrides through 
the Danada Forest Preserve. Come and relax and enjoy a 30-minute  
horse-drawn hayride through the fields and woodlands while the 
driver interprets information about the unique features and history 

of this preserve.  Passengers are encouraged to dress for the weather and 
bring insect repellent. Horse-drawn hayride passengers load in front of the 
main barn. Wagons also feature wheelchair tie downs. Ride tickets are 
available for purchase from the driver. In the event of severe weather, rides 
will be canceled. 
Groups larger than 15 are encouraged to reserve a Private Horse-Drawn 
Hayride, as described on Page 10. 
*Note: No rides will be held on May 28th or 29th, September 3rd or 
4th,October 5th, 8th or 9th. November rides are on the 2nd, 5th and 6th. 

HORSE-DRAWN HAYRIDESτPUBLIC 

Horse-Drawn Hayrides  
$5 per adult                           
$2 for ages 5 - 12                      
Children under 5 years ride free. 
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FEESτcash and checks only 

May* Saturday, Sunday 12:00PM - 3:45PM   

June Saturday, Sunday 12:00PM - 3:45PM   

September Saturday, Sunday 12:00PM - 3:45PM Wednesday 5:00PM - 6:30 PM 

October* Saturday, Sunday 12:00PM - 3:45PM Wednesday 5:00PM - 6:30 PM 

November* Saturday, Sunday 12:00PM - 3:45PM Wednesday 5:00PM - 6:30 PM 



T 
he Danada Equestrian Center offers horse-drawn sleigh rides during 
January,  February, and December, weather permitting. ( Hay wagons 
will be used if there are fewer than four inches of packed snow.) 
Sleigh rides are 12 - 15 minutes long and depart every 20 minutes. 

Horse-drawn sleigh ride passengers load behind the main barn. Tickets are 
required and are available from the main barn 30 minutes prior to the first 
ride on a first-come, first-served basis.  In the event of severe weather, rides 
will be canceled. 
 
Groups larger than 15 are encouraged to reserve a Private  Horse-Drawn 
Hayride/Sleigh Ride, as described on Page 10. 

HORSE-DRAWN SLEIGH RIDESτPUBLIC 

Horse-Drawn Sleigh Rides 
$5 per adult 
$2 for ages 5 - 12 
Children under 5 years ride free. 

-9- 

FEESτcash and checks only 

January Sundays 12:00PM - 3:00PM 

February Sundays 12:00PM - 3:00PM 

December 27-31 12:00PM - 2:00PM 



R 
eservations are available for your group to enjoy a horse-drawn 
hayride or sleigh ride, along with our picnic facilities and a 
warming fire. Horse-drawn hayrides can be tailored to 
accommodate the needs of small to large groups, up to 500.  Our 

wagons will accommodate 30-35 passengers at one time and feature 
wheelchair tie downs. Sleighs will hold 20-25 passengers. Horse-drawn 
hayrides can be reserved throughout the year. Sleigh rides are available 
when there is at least  four inches of packed snow to support the sleigh. 
Minimum booking time is 30 minutes and we require 7 days advance notice. 
Additional time can be added to suit the needs of your group.  

HORSE-DRAWN HAYRIDE OR SLEIGH RIDE  - 
PRIVATE 

Horse-Drawn Hayride or Sleigh Ride 
$175 per 30-minute ride (minimum) 
$100 for each additional 30 minutes 

A $25 non-refundable administrative fee will be charged for any and all   
cancellations by the group. (See Page 16.) Warming fires are included during 
and up to a maximum of 45 minutes after the hayride/sleigh ride.  
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